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    President: Mr D Overton
Secretary: Ken Clark Mobile: 07504 303153


Website: www.stocktonsundayleague.org.uk
28 Leicester Road, Norton, Stockton on Tees TS20 2RB

Email: Ken.Clark@Stocktonsundayleague.org.uk
F.A & Durham County F.A Charter Standard League
MINUTES OF MEETING 26 March 2014
Held at Elm Tree Social Club

Present :  
P Livingstone  (Vice Chairman), G Hewitson,  G Eastick, K Steele, John Johnson, Jean Johnson, Lee Golightly, H Oliver, J Lambert, D Overton & K D Clark (Secretary)
Apologies :    A Close, P Mack  (Chairman )
The Vice Chairman then opened the meeting at 19-32 and welcomed all to the meeting, he then handed over to the League Secretary who advised members that the minutes of the previous meeting 19 February 2014 had not been done due to personal circumstances and would be completed by the next meeting and approved at the next meeting along with tonight’s minutes. 
Secretaries Report & Correspondence   

Secretaries Report – Matters Arising
None
Charter Standard 

For the last two meetings I asked if teams could let me have a copy of the Certificate when received, if you cannot copy, I can copy for you, to date there is still a number outstanding:

Roseworth Social, Hardwick Social, Sun Inn & Thornaby Cricket Club, still need one from Norton WMC as well as Market Tavern, Storytellers United and Thornaby Roundel.

Whilst on about Charter Standard Members Services the Health Check should be completed by now

I am still waiting on Andy Brown for some dates for the courses I have requested on behalf of the League.  The proposed dates for the First Aid is 1 8 & 15 May at Norton, this should be confirmed later this week.

As for the Level One Coaching that is no longer available to senior teams only for junior teams, however if enough people are interested to go on to the Level 2 or Goalkeeping courses then this can be arranged and looked at.

The following Teams are still outstanding with equipment orders; they are Billingham Low Grange, Fairfield Sports & Social, Billingham The Kings and Billingham Cowpen Club.

Correspondence

League Statement – re Player suspensions

Various E-Mails requesting fixture postponements

Letter Durham County Football Association re Sunday Cup Final

E-Mail from Teesside League – Listing players to be suspended from Billingham Athletic.  There are 10 players registered to Clubs in this League, all players should have or should be receiving a fine from League if not paid then they will be suspended by DFA.

Secretaries Report
I would like to start tonight’s report by congratulating both Hardwick Social and Thornaby Jolly Farmers on reaching their respective County Cup finals, Hardwick Social in the Durham Sunday Cup final on the 20 April 2014 at Seaham Red Star kick off 2 pm and Thornaby Jolly Farmers in the NR Sunday Challenge Cup final on Thursday 24 April at Stokesley F.C (NR headquarters) kick off 7-30. 

Now for the important stuff, any team considering resigning needs to submit this in writing to the League Secretary on or before the 31 March 2014.

The last day for player registrations and transfers is the 31 March 2014.

All trophies need to be returned to League Secretary by the 31 March 2014.

All fixtures to the end of the season are on the website, if there is any problem with a fixture then you need to see League Secretary as soon as possible, there are still some cup games to fit in so it may mean league games being postponed to allow these to take place.   Need to discuss Stephen Wells Memorial Trophy with Management Committee to see where we go with this competition as we lost a number of games.  I will advise teams once decision is made. 
On Monday night I attended a meeting at Durham County Football Association with other Senior Leagues in the County to look at the decline in 11 a-side football and what are the causes and what can be done to help teams.  Some of the proposals and things to think about were discussed, one suggest raised that some league’s already adopt is to limit the number of players a team can sign and also allow Teams to de-register players.  There was a discussion about volunteers as a number of teams appear to fold due to lack of volunteers, the same has happened with a couple of league’s that have folded due to lack of volunteers.  It was muted that the County could do more re training for Volunteers.  The number of substitutes was discussed with regards to roll-on roll-off as a number of leagues don’t like the rule, however if teams want five substitutes then they need to have it in their rules re roll-on and roll-off.  The good news is that the trial has been extended for another year.  The next point was with regards to the cost of setting up a team and running costs, as John Topping explained DFA have for the past couple of years given each team £50 towards league fees and have also continued to subsidise the Public liability Insurance (full cost is £45 per team, but team pays just £12), the County also makes Administration Grants to the League’s which is up to £600 per League.  There was also a discussion re fines both County & League.  There was also a look at Facilities (or lack off) and the cost of these as well including poor or non-existent changing rooms and what can be done to redress the situation with Councils looking to cut back on sporting facilities.  Charter Standard was discussed and is well received with the League’s however it was brought up about the yearly Health Check and first-aiders being the main gripes.  I think I have covered the main points.

Durham County Football Association are holding a Referee’s Course at North Shore Academy if anybody is interested or if they know anybody who wishes to undergo the course.

The number of cautions & dismissals this season are not acceptable, teams need to take a look at their discipline record as the Management Committee will be looking at this and certain teams and players may well be asked to appear before the Management Committee.  

Date of the next League Meeting is the General Meeting on Wednesday 23 April 2014 when John Topping of Durham County Football Association will be in attendance.

Once again I will put these notes on the website so you can check out anything you have missed or to use as a reminder.

Handbook changes:  Fairfield Sports & Social Club – Change of Secretary

All changes have been put on website
Team of the Month Award:    
February 2014: Stockton West End (Division One) 2 League wins plus 1 cup win and 1 caution.
A match ball was presented by League President Derek Overton.
Referee’s: 
This again has been a good season for referee’s operating in this League, with a fair number gaining promotion, three of these younger referee’s for a second season in a row, they are Lewis Game, Oliver Aithwaite and Thomas Bainbridge who have all been promoted from level 6 to 5, Steven Lawson & Geoff Mann were both promoted from level 7 to 6 and Dave Watson who has done a few games for us was promoted from level 7 to 5.  Also Matt East & Tony Pattison have been recommended by DFA for promotion to level 4; this is now down to the FA in London.

Also Lewis Game, Steven Lawson & Dave Watson have also been rewarded with DFA County Cup appointments as referee, Andy Cook and Jamie Cann have also been appointed as Assistant Referees on finals.

The league has sent congratulations to all the referee’s on their promotion, it is a huge honour for the league and we wish them all well and look forward to them continuing next season.

Also I am pleased to announce that Harry Oliver (Vice President) has received the honour of being made a Life Member of the Referees Association which is the highest honour in the Association; once again the League sends its congratulations to Harry.  Harry then spoke about the award and his association with the Stockton Sunday League as being the first referee to be appointed in the league when it first started.

Any Other Business
It was brought up about the gate being locked once again at Tilery, League Secretary had brought this up with Council but will make a point of reporting again.

The Roll Call was taken and 2 teams were missing, Fairfield Sports & Social Club and Stockton Hardwick.
There being no further business the Vice Chairman reminded members of the date of the next meeting (23 April) and he reminded Teams that the clocks go forward at the weekend then he closed the meeting at 19:50.
Signed: …………………………………………………..


Date: 23 April 2014









Chairman: Peter Mack

Treasurer: Jean Johnson


Referees Secretary: Jes Lambert
E-Mail: Ken.Clark@StocktonSundayLeague.org.uk 

Website: www.StocktonSundayLeague.org.uk

